
Solar System Facts
★ A solar System is simply a star and some planets. 

★ Our Solar System lives in a Galaxy. 

★ A Galaxy is simply a bunch of Solar Systems.

★ Our Galaxy is called the Milky Way.

★ Our Solar System is made up of the Sun (a star) & all 

the things that orbit or revolve around it. 

★ Our Solar System has 1 star, 8 planets, a bunch of 

moons as well as comets, asteroids & meteors.

★ Our Solar System is held together by an invisible force 

called Gravity. 

★ Gravity is what keeps us from floating and brings 

us back down when we jump. 
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Our Star, The Sun Facts
★ The Star in our solar system is called the Sun.

★The Sun looks bigger than all the other stars because it is so 

much closer to the Earth.

★The Sun is so big that you could fit 1.5 million Earths inside

★ The Sun is at the center of our solar system.

★ The Sun is a giant ball of boiling hot gas.

★The Sun’s temperature at the center is 15 million degrees 

Celsius. That’s really hot since water boils at 100˚. 

★ The planets get heat & light from the Sun.

★ The Sun has giant storms on it’s surface. These are called 
Solar Flares (we say that’s when the Sun spits out it’s fire)

★ The Sun also has Sun Spots which are cooler areas of the sun.  



Mercury, The 1st Planet Facts
★ Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun. 

★ Because it is so close to the Sun, it is very hot. The 

hottest part is about 427˚ Celsius (or 801˚ Fahrenheit).

★ Mercury is one of the rocky planets and is very dry.

★ Mercury is covered in craters, or holes. 

★ A Crater is formed when a big rock called an 

Asteroid hits the planet’s surface. 

★ Because of all the craters, it looks like our Moon.

★ Mercury is the smallest planet in our solar system. 

★ It is only a little bit bigger than the Earth’s moon.

★ Mercury’s orbit around the Sun is the fastest.

★ Mercury doesn’t have any moons. 
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Venus, The 2nd Planet Facts
★ Venus is a rocky planet and is very similar to the Earth. 
★ Venus is covered with yellow looking clouds. 

★ These yellow clouds are made up of sulfuric acid which is very 
dangerous for living things. 

★ Because of the these clouds, Venus doesn’t have seasons, 
meaning the temperature never changes. It is always hot. 

★ Since Venus is covered in clouds, scientists use special instruments to 
see the surface of the planet. 
★ Scientists have found the surface is covered with volcanos.

★ We can see Venus at night with our regular eyes because it is so close 
to the Earth. 
★ Besides our moon, Venus is usually the brightest light in the night 

sky and we can see it even when there aren’t any other stars. 
★ Even though Venus is farther away from the Sun, it is actually hotter 

than Mercury. It can get as hot as 480˚ Celsius or 900˚Fahrenheit. 
★ Like Mercury, Venus doesn’t have any moons. 
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Earth, The 3rd Planet Facts
★ Earth is the planet we live on. It is the only planet that we know of 

that has living things. 
★ The Earth is the perfect amount of hot & cold for us to live.

★ The Earth is surrounded by a thin layer of air. This is called the 
atmosphere. The atmosphere allows plants, animals and people (like 
us) breathe.

★ Scientists use satellites to view & photograph the Earth’s surface. 
★ They use these pictures to study time, the oceans and the 

continents. They also use them to study the weather. 
★ A continent is a large landmass, meaning a chunk of land. 

★ From Space the Earth looks blue, green and white; blue from our 
oceans, green from our land and white from the clouds. 

★ 70% of the Earth is covered in water, some of it is frozen.
★ The Earth has one moon. 

★ Astronauts landed on the moon for the 1st time on July 20,1969.
★ Gravity holds the moon & satellites close to the Earth. 
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Mars, The 4th Planet Facts
★ Mars is called The Red Planet because it’s surface looks red. 

★ This is because of the corroded, or rusty, iron that covers the 
surface. 

★ Mars is a rocky planet and is the last rocky planet in our solar system.
★ It’s surface is very dry and kinda looks like the desert. 
★ Like our deserts, Mars has lots of dust storms. 

★ While no one has ever walked on Mars, we have sent a Rover, like a 
robotic golf cart, to take pictures & collect samples for scientists to 
study.

★ Mars has mountains, valleys and volcanoes like Earth. 
★ Unlike the Earth, Mars has no liquid water. Scientists believe it used to 

have water because of the canyons, which is kinda like a crack made 
by moving water.  
★ Scientists have found that Mars has frozen water in the polar 

caps, which are the top & bottom of the planet, like Antarctica.
★ Mars has 2 moons called Deimos & Phobos. These moons are not 

round like our moon, Luna. They are also much smaller than ours. 
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